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From the President: Chris Hansen 

Hello DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Members! 
 
Thankfully, we find ourselves in 2021 and saying goodbye to the wretched 
year of 2020. I am proud to be starting my second year as your DuKane 
A.B.A.T.E. President and welcome Hej Hog on as your new Vice        
President of the chapter. 
 
Where do we go from here? Well, it's simple. We go to work. I am proud that last year 
our chapter was one of very few who didn't go dark or disappear on their membership due 
to the COVID-19 nonsense. We stayed active with events and monthly membership  
meetings thanks to your amazing BOD. I want to thank the West Chicago American  
Legion Post #300 for working with us to continue having our meetings in person as well. 
But, 2021 is giving us a new start and one we need to take. We have a lot of new faces to 
work with in our counties, and some will be challenges. But, we're bikers and challenges 
have never stopped us before. I'll let Randy Ramey cover this in his article. 
 
We are planning on running a youth initiative. Basically, what this means is we  
understand that bringing in younger members to build the future of our chapter is a  
necessity. We have a few plans going forward that we will be sharing at this month's 
membership meeting on January 19th, but one thing I can tell you is that I am excited that 
we will be bringing back the Junior DuKane A.B.A.T.E. program. I'll be working with 
your Independent Rep John Bloch on this, so if you know of anyone under 18 that would 
be a good fit in this program, please send them our way.  
 
Another change if you missed it, is that for the 
first time in a long time we have a new chapter 
logo. The logo that we had was great, but there 
was too much going on and A.B.A.T.E. was  
getting lost in it. We've gone back to the basics 
with this logo so that every time someone sees it 
on a banner, or flyer, or sign, they know who 
DuKane A.B.A.T.E. is. This logo will be being 
implemented on all new signage and banners  
going forward, and we're working with all cities, 
towns, and villages in DeKalb, DuPage, and 
Kane County to get them out everywhere. So, 
keep your eyes peeled! 
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We're still working with Kane County Madam Chair Corinne Pierog on the off-road 
park and are making progress, so stay tuned! 

 
I, for one, am ready for winter to be over and for riding to begin. Please remember that 
you're a DuKane A.B.A.T.E. member and that you should be proud of that. Tell every-

one you know. Have them join the chapter and join us in the fight for the rights and 
freedoms of motorcyclists/off-roaders/ATV riders in Illinois and make a difference!  
 

See you all at the monthly membership meeting! 
 
Chris Hansen 

 
DuKane Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois President 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Public Relations Coordinator 

IL A.B.A.T.E. PAC/FEDPAC Northeast Region Trustee 

I HATE SUDDEN ICE STORMS WHEN I RIDE A 
TRAIL IN  DECEMBER! 

http://www.dukaneabateil.org/
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Hi, My name is Hej Hog and I have the honor of being the new Vice President of DuKane Abate. I would like to 
tell you a little bit about myself.  
 
First, for the past 28 years, I have been married to the most wonderful woman in the world.  
 
I'm a Marine Veteran (Aug 1974- Aug 1978). As soon as I got out of the service I bought my first bike, CB 750 K 
Honda. I moved up to a soft tail and now a Harley Classic.  
 
 I am a retired Local 710 Teamster. A proud tractor-trailer operator for 37 years at United Parcel Service (UPS).  
I have seen a lot of unusual and amazing things throughout the years. My career ended 6 years ago when the right 
steering tire gave way and threw the 2012 Sleeper Volvo tractor-trailer into a viaduct in South Carolina. The rig 
blew up in flames and by the grace of God, and a little effort of my own my partner and I survived.  
 
I have been enjoying life in a whole different way these days. 
We all are enduring many changes in our lives, I look forward to an amazing 2021 with the DuKane Abate     
Chapter. 
 
 Let's Ride Safe and keep your membership up to date. 
 
Hej Hog 
DuKane Abate Vice President 
American Legion-Post 489-BOD 
Veterans Assistance Committee-Kendall County Delegate  

http://www.dukaneabateil.org/
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  Lame-duck session has begun and 2 things are being focused on, The Black Caucus reform 
legislation and the election of the Speaker. 

 
  Lame-duck provides those who are leaving to vote on things they might not normally do, 
such as tax increases. The Governor has called for more revenue after his attempt to change 

the constitution failed. There has been some talk but no legislation on a direct tax increase has 
been introduced. 
 

  There are problems in the reform legislation with getting rid of the police as we know it and 
adding unfunded mandates. I would contact your legislators and ask them to vote no on these 
bills. 

 
The proposed bills include:   
Criminal Justice reform (HB 163 and HB 3653) that is opposed by every law enforcement agency in the state 
because it will empower criminals and make Illinois a more dangerous place to live for everyone. 

 
Education/Workforce reform (HB 2170) that places unfunded mandates on an education system reeling from 
COVID-19. 

 
Health Care reform (HB 3840) that costs billions of dollars at a time when our health care system is still battling 
a global pandemic and its economic consequences on hospital income. 

 
Economic Omnibus reform (HB 2685) that provides no relief for thousands of Illinois businesses that have 
closed, or will close, because of government-imposed shutdowns. 

 
  The Speaker election saw Madigan fall 9 votes short. He received 51 as Ann Williams got 18 and Stephanie 
Kifowit with 3. He then suspended his campaign but left it open to re-emerge if a consensus isn’t reached. Chris 

Welch has now thrown his hat in the ring. 
  This is all political maneuvering by the Madigan. There will be much ado about nothing as no one will be able to 
put together a coalition. He will broker a deal and recapture the gavel. He is daring them to agree on someone else, 

it will be like herding cats! 
  The 102nd General Assembly starts Wednesday so new bills have a deadline of February 15th to be introduced. I 
will be watching for anything that affects ABATE members and if any of our initiatives move forward. I will have 

blasts pushed out when necessary if action is needed. 
 
Thanks, 

Randy 

http://www.dukaneabateil.org/
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I don’t know about you all, but I’ve had my fill of this Covid shit, and ready for 
warmer weather already!  The December BoD meeting was largely uneventful – it 
was a hybrid meeting - about half the chapter reps and state board officers met in   
person, the other half were on the zoom call.  It was mostly the usual, end of the year 
business to discuss – election of officers, approval of contracts, approval of state 
budget, etc, - more on each of them below.  
  
Well, to start off, the state seminar, aka STEEL will still be held this year, however, 
thanks to China, it’s being pushed back into February.  It will remain to be seen IF our 
Dictator, governor Jabba the Hutt, and Springfield Mayor Boba Fett will even allow it 
then.  Still too much uncertainty there, but as it stands now, it’s moved back a month.  
  
Officer elections went pretty much the way we were expecting, however, Ryan was elected to be the state          
coordinator once again.  Again, as I said in November, he will have our support, I just hope he continues onward 
with the changes Dennis was directing the organization. 
  
I posed the question to you all in the November meeting about input on a Membership Dues increase – and  
specifically what form that should take.  This was brought up for a vote, in the appropriate shape, a $5/year across 
the board increase.   Many of the other chapter reps did come back with input and it came down to, yes we as an 
organization DO need to hike our annual fees, however, now is really NOT the time for it, BUT, lets see how 2021 
plays out and maybe we can shake the ‘rona this year.  Then revisit it for 2022. 
  
On the state budget, ABATE of IL is looking at close to a $23,000 budget deficit this coming year. Every line item 
was discussed, and “fat” was trimmed on a LOT of line items to close this gap.  However, I felt there still are a few 
things that we did NOT need this year.  Specifically, the ongoing need for a HARDCOPY state newsletter, and the 
State Party.  Neither really has made much revenue for the state organization, and with more and more members 
electronically connected, the need for a printed, and mailed newsletter is really no longer needed.  They did how-
ever, cut this down to only sending the state newsletter out quarterly,  but that was still a sizeable expense.  Also, I 
brought up NOT having the state party – at least for this year.  Overall, it’s lost $$ every year, and now’s not the 
time to continue pissing $$ away needlessly.  Completely cutting out these two budget line items would have 
closed the budget deficit to within a few grand.  Sadly, in typical State of Illinois fashion, wishful thinking toward 
POSSIBLE income in the way of chapter donations prevailed and the budget passed. I for one intend to be VERY 
vocal this time next year, asking, so, all that wishful thinking – did it really bring in the revenue needed to fill the 
gap?   They also renewed Todd’s lobbying contract for another year, but even he gave up some of his fees and ex-
pense $$.  
  
That’s pretty much in a nutshell what went on down there, there was more from the other Officers – Legislative, 
etc, but I won’t steal their thunder and let them report on that. 
  
Until February… 
  
  

http://www.dukaneabateil.org/
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It's been about a full year since I was officially appointed Webmaster for this chapter, and 
I've been happy to manage, create, and improve our website content. I've been making large 
and small changes to suit our chapter's needs, and I wanted to share something that I've 
learned to do after working on this site for a while: Keep an eye out for issues. Sometimes 
when I try to update or mess around on the site, I find issues that I didn't realize were there 
before. Although it takes more work to fix these other issues, I know the website will be 
better off with the changes I make. Speaking of changes, I have quite a few recent updates 
to discuss. 
 
For instance, we're promoting a new event on our website this year. That event is Motorcy-
cle Sunday, which is hosted by the Warehouse Church. It's a popular all-day event that is 
coming up this spring, and this year is going to be the 20th time that they have hosted it! 
We have a Web page with more information here, and I've added the event to our Events 
page as well. 
 
In addition, if you have looked at some of the events pages, the front page, and/or the website header, you may 
have noticed that some of the photos have changed lately. The reason for this is that I've been putting up photos 
that are more recent and more relevant than the old ones. For instance, I've switched out a few old header photos 
on our events pages with new ones from 2019 and 2020. Also, thanks to Chris Hansen, our chapter has a new logo 
that we'll be using online, a logo which includes letters shaped like a motorcycle to imply that ABATE is a motor-
cycle rights organization. I don't plan to stop adding new pictures like these or adding content to the website any-
time soon! 
 
Catch you all later. 
 
Nathan Klapatch 

Hi All,  
 

  Welcome to 2021, or as it looks at the moment, 2020 Deuxième Partie.  Ok, it’s still worrisome 
even if you say Part Two in French.  But we have bigger fish to fry.  We need to get out and ride.  
Granted that pesky COVID thing, political unrest, new and strange doings in Springfield,    
Washington D.C. and the left coast might change how we get out, but we can still get out and 
ride.   
 

  It may sound like I am suggesting we ignore what is happening around us and live like normal.  
Far from it.  If we want to enjoy the freedoms we have to live as we wish we need to keep informed, think and 
when the opportunity arrives VOTE.  In the meanwhile we can write to our Elected  Representatives at all levels 
of government.  Among the items we all need to remind them is they have been elected to REPRESENT us not 
RULE us.  One of the most useful books to an informed voter is a dictionary.   
 

  Are rules, decrees, dictates and guidelines being made without the legislature having input?  WRITE!  Are odd 
things unrelated to a bill being slipped in (say money to other countries who don’t like us instead of using it for 
COVID relief at home as the bill’s name suggested it was for) or voted on in the middle of the night (closer to 
home, HB 3653 SA 2 passed in the Illinois Senate at 4:49 a.m. The language of the 764-page bill was first made 
available at 3:51 a.m., so obviously it was impossible to review).  WRITE!  Wear out the email addresses, post 
office and business phones of those you chose to represent you.  Be clear why you are contacting them and be  
polite, it is true you catch more flies with sugar than vinegar.   
 

In the meantime, RIDE Safe. 
Mike 

http://www.dukaneabateil.org/
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Events: Chris Newman 

Hello DuKane Members! 
 
Hold on to your handlebars, 2021 is going to be a great year for A.B.A.T.E.! Your members 
from DuKane started of 2021 with a New Years Day breakfast at Calamity Janes in Sugar 
Grove. None of us were crazy enough to ride in the freezing rain that day, but good food, 
good conversation, and a good time was had by all! 
 
The weekend of February 26th, a few people from your Board Of Directors will be at the 
annual A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois STEEL Seminar. STEEL is an acronym for Seminar To Educate Empower Lead. 
The STEEL Seminar is open to all A.B.A.T.E. members and we encourage you to be there. We will be attending 
seminars with chapters from all across the state to learn what is new for ABATE in 2021. There will be auctions 
to support ABATEPAC and FEDPAC. If you have any items you would like to donate for the silent and live auc-
tions please bring them with you. If you wish to donate auction items but can not attend, please get in touch with 
me or Chris Hansen and we will bring them down to STEEL for you.  
 
Save the date of March 21st for out DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Bowling Classic. This annual event helps finance our 
DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Downed Riders Fund. It will be held at Bowlero in Glendale Heights. For a mere $15 per 
person you get 2 games, shoe rental, and share a great time with great friends. For an additional $10, you can 
compete in the 9-Pin No-Tap Tournament. See you there.  
 
The Will County A.B.A.T.E. Chapter Cabin Fever Party will be at the Stone City Post V.F.W. 2199 in Joliet on 
Saturday January 30th from 6:00 to midnight. That band Warpath will take the stage. It is a potluck style dinner. 
Please RSVP on this event, PM Kathy for any questions. 
 
Ride Janie Ride has been announced for August 22nd, 2021. The start point will be at Wild Fire Harley Davidson 
in Villa Park, kick stands up at 11:00 AM. Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Go Forth and Ride! – Chris 

 
2021 DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Events Calendar 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Bowling Classic Sunday March 21st, 2:00 PM Bowlero Lanes, Glendale Heights 
Motorcycle Sunday    Sunday May 2nd, 9:30 AM    Phillips Park, Aurora 
Motorcycle Awareness Day   Saturday May 8th, 11:00 AM Elburn, IL 
Bikini Bike Wash    Saturday July 17th, 12:00 PM Elburn, IL 
Sethtastic Motorcycle Run 2020  Saturday July 24th, 9:00 AM      Fox River Harley Davidson,  
       St. Charles, IL 
Ride Janie Ride    Sunday August 22nd, 8:30 AM         Wildfire Harley Davidson,  
       Villa Park 

35th Annual DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Toy & Food Run           Sunday October 10th 9:30 AM 
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Calamity Jane's Bar & Restaurant 
Address: 9S593 Route 47, Sugar Grove, Illinois 60554 

Phone: (630) 466-4427 
Email: calamityjanesbar@yahoo.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CalamityJanesPlace 
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The Toy Shop and Motolounge is a fast paced Dealership 
looking for our next highly qualified candidate to fill this posi-
tion and become a long-term teammate. We currently provide 
sales, service and parts for all major brands. Ducati, Honda, 
Harley-Davidson, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, KTM, Can-Am, 
Triumph and BMW. 
Benefits: 

Competitive Pay Scale 

Flexible work schedule 

Uniforms 

Generous employee discounts 

Health Insurance 

Technician responsibilities include: 

Routine maintenance on all major brand Powersports units. 

Perform electrical and mechanical diagnosis in a timely  
manner. 

Maintain a clean and safe work area. 

Complete tasks as per Service Manual specifications and 
techniques. 

Ability to operate all machines marketed by the dealership. 

Requirements: 

Valid motorcycle endorsement 

2+ years service experience 

Mechanical knowledge of American and Metric vehicles 

Service tools/toolbox 

Work and communicate well with others 

Perform tasks with minimal supervision 

Report to management 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?
from=snippet 

Knuckleheads 
Tavern  

108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
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Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm 
at the American Legion, Post #300 
123 Main St.  West Chicago, IL   60186 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter 

P.O. Box 188 

West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form 
(Please Print Legibly) 

         Date: _______________   

(  )   New Member    (  )   Renewal     (  )   Change          Card # _________________________________________ 
 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________________  State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________ 
 

Phone: (        ) _______________________  County: ________________ Registered Voter?  (1)  _______ (2) ______ 
 

Congressional District: _______   Senatorial District: _______      Representative District: ________ 
 

Date of Birth  (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______  ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______ 
 

Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________  ( 2 ) ___________________________________________ 
 

Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewal Fee:  (  )   $25.00 per year, Single  (  )   $45.00 per year, Couple 

Moneysaver Special:  (  ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single  (  )   $180.00 per 5 year, Couple 
 

Make Checks Payable To & Mail To: 

 

DuKane Chapter 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 188 

www.dukaneabiteil.org 


