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             I have been watching social media as well as listening to  
the cries of many chapters that are bemoaning the fact that it is getting 
impossible to get new members as well as retain existing members.    
Motorcyclists are not joining ABATE of Illinois and this concerns me  
to no end.  But the whys are the important issue here!  It used to be in  
the “good ole days” of MROs that you just needed to be present in  
your own meetings and new members would flock to you.  That our  
existing members felt important and needed in the fight for motorcyclist’s 
rights.  Pretty much chapters didn’t have to do a damn thing or lift a  
pinkie to get the message across and we enjoyed a level of success that  
was monumental! 
   Those days are gone.  And you know why?  It is because we as a state have become com-
placent. What used to draw every single member of our chapter now only enjoys a small percentage 
which is disappointing BUT what it does do is get non-members to start to notice our chapter!  With 
competition of Super Events, aka Corporate Fundraising and every disease, cause or private issue 
being presented to the biker community every weekend, how does an organization compete?  How 
do we get our message out to those that truly need us? 
  We can do this by thinking differently.  By going to the motorcycling community instead of 
waiting for them to contact us.  By reaching out to dealerships and their own social groups. By con-
tacting the Big Ten of motorcycling events and asking for a table.  By attending and paying our re-
spects to a downed rider regardless if they are a member or not.  By giving previously tried tactics 
another go and giving them a fresh perspective.  The try and try again motto is at play here!   
  We at the DuKane Chapter are STILL CONCERNED about our sport bike riders which 
have largely been ignored by ABATE of Illinois and the state’s chapters for years.  They have gone 
about their business of riding thinking that they had zero representation and that is a complete crime 
on our part.  We cannot exclude any group and still tout that we are about ALL motorcyclists!  We 
have as a whole, whined about not getting this awesome group of motorcyclists, that they just don’t 
talk to us, that we are the ones excluded!  That is so far from the truth! We suffer the assumption that 
ABATE of ILLINOIS is just a bunch of fat old men on Harleys!  When in reality we have never lift-
ed a finger to correct that!  
  So what are ya going to do about this?  How about getting on your bike and riding over to 
your local sport bike dealership.  Connect with the owners, hang around on their bike nights and 
walk up to these young riders and introduce yourself!  That is ALL IT TAKES!  I have met some 
intelligent, strong riders at The Toy Shop & Motolounge who is our year after year Toy Run Spon-
sor, and at other sport bike rider events. I have listened to their concerns.  I have participated in their 
events.  I have hugged the wounded and dried the tears of the mourners and promised that I would 
support them.  I am proud to say that we are making great strides in showing this community sup-
port.  How bout you?  
  So let’s do our part and welcome ALL Motorcyclists!  Let’s show our youngest riders that 
us old fogies at ABATE really do want them as members.  But to get their support, we have to give 
our support to them! 
 

Ride Safe, Ride Free 
 

Judy Kaenel, President 



Vice President: Joe Barnes 

 

A Bit from the “ViP” 
 

I think we missed Spring and went straight to summer.  We had quite a few  
cold days and lots of rain, plus the hail and wicked thunderstorms.  I vote to  
change spring to monsoon season.  We had to move the Kneeze in the Breeze 
ride to July 7th to avoid storms.  Mother Nature cut us some slack and gave  
us some sunshine on the 7th of July for the Kneeze Ride and then, some  
more please, on the 20th of July for our Bikini Bike Wash.  OK, enough  
whining! So let’s talk about the good stuff going on.  I had a fantastic  
Memorial Day weekend in Washington DC with about a million motorcyclists.  Yep, the estimates 
were one million.  I wonder how many of those million support ABATE?  That’s something to 
think about.  How do we get more enthusiasts to join ABATE?  Do you think they want to see and 
know what’s in it for them?  We are never going to satisfy every person or member, but we need to 
work  on spreading the word and talking about the work we do.  Now that we’ve established that, 
what are members looking for?  Do you know why you support ABATE?  I’m sure if I asked 25 
people I’d probably get 20 different answers, and probably 5 “I don’t know why”.   The DuKane 
Board has been trying to come up with new ideas to make joining ABATE easier, getting people 
more involved by hosting Sunday Funday and offering a social hour before the general meet-
ing.  Have you heard about these initiatives?  Come to the next general meeting on July 16th at 
6:30pm to socialize and grab some grub at the American Legion.  We are approaching full throttle 
for the Toy and Food Run and will begin hosting volunteer and committee meeting in August be-
fore the general meetings.  Last month several DuKane members participated in the Southern Du-
Page Topless Tour. Kudos to the planning team, they had  excellent weather that was only sur-
passed by the phenomenal route.  It’s important to share  other chapters  events with other chapters 
and to invite their members.  It’s nice to meet other members and support the chapters, and you 
might find a new friend or riding buddy in the process.  Check out Will County’s Fun Fling and 
Pig Roast happening in August 4th. 

It’s also important to support our members and their other clubs.  We have several FUGARWE 

Tribe members in DuKane and they have their Hog Roast on August 25th, see the flyer for more 

details.  Some proceeds from the roast and  

raffles go to the Lurie Childrens Hospital. 

 

See you soon, 

 

Joe Barnes 

VP DuKane Chapter 
.  
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Some more from the Topless Tour  

Vice President: Joe Barnes 



Vice President: Joe Barnes 

And, some more from the Topless Tour  



Vice President: Joe Barnes 

Toy and Food Run Meeting and Social Hour 
 before the  

General Meeting -July 16th 6:30 pm West Chicago American Legion 
 

It’s Toy and Food Run Season for us, and plans are now in play.  We are so excited 
about our venue change, the Sycamore Speedway!  Sunday, October 13th is the date 
and we need our COORDINATORS , members and volunteers to start attending 
meetings and get up to speed on the big ride!   
 
The American Legion has started food sales!  Yummy for our tummies and less work 
for us! 
 
Come early to the meeting, place and order and enjoy some down time with us. 
 

We hear the burgers and loaded tater tots are great.       



Events: Chris Hansen 
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Hello Everyone!  
 
Well fellow DuKaners, I can’t figure out Mother Nature to save my life! 
As you all know by now, the threat of rain forced our hand, and we had to 
move the Kneeze in the Breeze Run. July sure is going to be a busy month, 
but it will be filled with awesome events!   
 
First up, on July 7th, it was the Kneeze in the Breeze Run. We left the Toy 
Shop & Motolounge in Arlington Heights to go on a beautiful 100+ mile 
ride that took us up, around and back down ending at the Trio Grille in Marengo. The Trio Grille 
threw an awesome after party for us, including bands, Fireball Girls, games, a special DuKane 
ABATE menu, and more! It was $10 a rider and if you wore your events t-shirt or signed up as a 
new member, the ride was free! Make sure to see Joe Barnes for your t-shirt if you haven’t already! 
 
Then, on July 20th, it’s the DuKane ABATE Bikini Bike Wash. We’ll be at one of our favorite plac-
es, Knucklehead’s Tavern in Elburn, having a ton of fun. We’ll be there from 12-4 and it’s $10 plus 
tip a wash and if you’re wearing your events t-shirt or sign up as a new member, the wash is free! 
Law Tigers will also be on hand for this event, so you can make a great connection there too! You 
can get your bike washed, hang out with friends, and have some fun, so be there!  
 
And then finally on July 27th, it’s the 4th Annual #Sethtastic Motorcycle Run. The ride will leave 
Fox River Harley-Davidson at 10:30am (Registration is at 9:00am) and go on a non-stop 75-80 
mile ride out west, ending at Schmidt’s Towne Tap in Elburn for the after party. Crossfire will be 
playing at the after party and the ride will be fully escorted by the Kane County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. The ride is $20 for a solo rider and $30 for two-up or 4 wheels. All proceeds go to Project 
Seth to bring awareness and ultimately prevent suicide in teens and young adults. Pre-registration 
is preferred at www.projectseth.org. 
 
One last thing I’d like to add, is that I encourage you all to take a look at what’s happening with 
our state right now, and all of the bills and legislation being passed. This is why (I know it’s 
months away) I encourage all of you to pay attention and make sure you get out and vote. It’s a 
right that we all have and I hope that you all use it. With all of our issues – Motorcyclist Profiling, 
Ethanol, Autonomous Vehicles, etc – we need to make sure that we are using our voices and work-
ing with those to create the relationships and put people in office that will help us when needed. 
Remember, those in office speak for us! 
 
There are so many great events to hang with DuKane ABATE in July, and I hope to see you at all 
of them. As always, if you have questions, concerns, or ideas, do not hesitate to contact me at any 
time! 
 
Until next time, 
Ride Safe! 
Chris Hansen 
Events Officer 

http://www.projectseth.org


Events: Chris Hansen 
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Havin’ fun at 
the  

Kneeze 
In the Breeze 

Run.  



Events: Chris Hansen 



Events: Chris Hansen 



Events: Chris Hansen 

Our DuKane ABATE flyer team is out spreading the word about the upcoming  
Bikini Bike Wash and the 4th Annual #Sethtastic Motorcycle Run at places like  
Alley 64, The Arcedium, Heel & Hide, and more! Thanks guys for your hard work!   
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Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 

Membership Article by Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 
 

 

June Birthdays  
 
 
Mark Anderson                
Michelle Baldino  
Edward Bein       
Keith R. Clancy  
Bob Daehnke     
Kermit Dodson  
Leroy Flint           
Don Grotz           
Jackie Hoyer       
Robert Knorrek  
Thomas J Lechocki           
Jack Levitt           
Ray Liskowski     
Jeffrey (Roscoe) Maid   
Laurie Westburg Mar-
tin                
Chuck Nadr         
Carol Nicholson 
Barbara Nicoloff               
Ron Niemer        
Chuck Paulette  
Jane Ruppel  
Kurt Ruppenthal               
Stan Rygh            
Jerry Sanchez    
Michael Santiago              
Drew Scholl  
Howard Schultz 
Tom Scott            
David Sobol        
Mario Jr. Soto    
Russell Tepler    
Diane Troutman               
Charles Ward 

July Birthdays 
 

 

Michael "Jude" Andersen 
Jr. 

Dale Leonhard 

Andre Balderas Mark Lindborg 

Peter Besenhofer William Minton 

John Dahl Amy Nelson 

Eddie DesParrois Chris Newman 

Tony DiDonato Joe Palazzolo 

Paul Doggett Jeff Patel 

Robert Duermit Kevin Riley 

Mike Hahn Diane Robinson 

Don Ingratta Ellen Simmons 

Jody Klopp Allen Skillicorn 

Bob Kopystynsky Lee Utter 

Jim Laris  



Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 

DuKane and ABATE of Illinois membership counts as of June 1st:   
 
DuKane has 294 members and the over all count for Illinois is 6587.  In 1 month the total state membership 
dropped by 168, but on the positive side DuKane is up 7. We have 26 members that have not renewed since Jan 
1st.   Here is a list of non renewals from Jan1-June 30th. 
 
 

 
Renewal notices were sent via e-mail, if you did not receive a notice please contact us 
at Linda.Barnes241@att.net 

 
 

July and August Renewals now due: 
 

Yep, it’s renewal time for a few more.  We’d love to have all payments made electronically via 
SquareUp.com.  
  
Lynn & Mark Anderson (M) 

Susan Anderson 

Bill Constable     (M) 

John & Virginia Dahl (M) 

Mark DelMonaco        
Tina & Paul Hejnar                           
Don Ingratta     
Mike Livorsi (M)  
Ron Niemer (M) 

Todd Vandermyde          
 

If we have your email address a notice is coming to your email box with a link to make the online payment. If 
you haven’t received an email please send us a note so we can check double check the email we have on file. 
 

(M)Check your mailbox, you know the “paper one”.  We’ve sent your renewal application and if possible con-
tact us with your email address and we can setup online payment via SquareUp.  Also, if we don’t have your 
email address you are not receiving our monthly chapter newsletter. 

 

Michelle Baldino Ken Quast 

Keith R. Clancy Charles Ruppel 

Ed Crigley Jane Ruppel 

Carol Jamrozik Drew Scholl 

Jack Kinnaman Joe Sima 

Bob Kopystynsky Anthony Simpson 

Shelby Martin Ray Simpson 

Kimberly Nadr Julie Simpson 

Robert Nadr Rick Sutphin 

Brigido Palomo Shannon Talbott 

Rodney Patrick Michael Tedesco 

Chuck Paulette Matthew Werst 

Mark Pickett Brandy Ybanez 

  

mailto:Linda.Barnes241@att.net


Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 

Thank you for renewing in May and June 

 

Peter Besenhofer 

Michael D'Aversa 

Bill Dugan  
Michael & Karen Giuliano * 

Gopher Goffinski 
James Harding 

Timothy Hatcher* 

Ron Miller* 

Roland Snyder II* 

Mario Jr. & Cheryl Soto 

Charles Ward 

 

Lance Buerke * 

Chris Ferino * 

Colin Hansen * 

Chuck Ingersoll 
Ken Karasek Jr. 
Robert Knorrek 

Jim Laris 

Judy Wendell * 

 

Rick Wendell * 

 

*A special thank you for using our  new preferred payment method “SquareUp.com” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Member: 
 
 

Dave Janis  referred by Chris Janis 



Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 

Congratulations Dean Evans and Dave Danza!  They both completed the frozen T-Shirt challenge at 
the same time!  Five  members were asked to volunteer for a challenge and then introduced to the 
challenge and what they would win if they were the first to put the t-shirt on past their head and at 
least past their shoulders.  In addition to the winners we’d like to thank Nathan Klapatch, Greg 
Smith and Don Peterson for showing us all a good time.  These 5 guys were very clever and re-
sourceful.  Amy Nelson explained to the contestants 
they could use any means for completing the task. 
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Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 



Independent Rep; John Bloch 

Sunday, July 21st at Panera Bread,  
1330 Orchard Drive, Aurora  

Join John Bloch for breakfast at 8 AM, after breakfast saddle 
up and head for the Volo Auto Museum. 
 
Ride Briefing at 8:40 am 
KSU at 8:45AM 



Want Ads and Advertisments:  
 

 

 

 

 

The Toy Shop and Motolounge is a fast paced Dealership looking for 
our next highly qualified candidate to fill this position and become a 
long-term teammate. We currently provide sales, service and parts 
for all major brands. Ducati, Honda, Harley-Davidson, Yamaha, Su-
zuki, Kawasaki, KTM, Can-Am, Triumph and BMW. 
Benefits: 

Competitive Pay Scale 

Flexible work schedule 

Uniforms 

Generous employee discounts 

Health Insurance 

Technician responsibilities include: 

Routine maintenance on all major brand Powersports units. 

Perform electrical and mechanical diagnosis in a timely manner. 

Maintain a clean and safe work area. 

Complete tasks as per Service Manual specifications and tech-
niques. 

Ability to operate all machines marketed by the dealership. 

Requirements: 

Valid motorcycle endorsement 

2+ years service experience 

Mechanical knowledge of American and Metric vehicles 

Service tools/toolbox 

Work and communicate well with others 

Perform tasks with minimal supervision 

Report to management 

Posted 30+ days ago 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?
from=snippet 

Knuckleheads 
Tavern  

108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet


Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm 
at the American Legion, Post #300 
123 Main St.  West Chicago, IL   60186 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter 

P.O. Box 188 

West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form 
(Please Print Legibly) 

         Date: _______________   

(  )   New Member    (  )   Renewal     (  )   Change          Card # _________________________________________ 
 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________________  State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________ 
 

Phone: (        ) _______________________  County: ________________ Registered Voter?  (1)  _______ (2) ______ 
 

Congressional District: _______   Senatorial District: _______      Representative District: ________ 
 

Date of Birth  (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______  ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______ 
 

Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________  ( 2 ) ___________________________________________ 
 

Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewal Fee:  (  )   $25.00 per year, Single  (  )   $45.00 per year, Couple 

Moneysaver Special:  (  ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single  (  )   $180.00 per 5 year, Couple 
 

Make Checks Payable To & Mail To: 

To Receive This Newsletter by eMail ONLY, notify the Membership  
Coordinator: dukanepresident@aol.com 

DuKane Chapter 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 188 
West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

www.dukaneabiteil.org 


