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From the President: Judy Kaenel 

 
In honor of May International Women Riders Day I thought it 
would be fitting to research women riders.  I found this wonderful 
article written by Giorgos Siima and I would like to share it with you! 
 
The motorcycle didn’t spring full-blown into this sector. Rather, it 
evolved from the earlier bicycle. Women loved bicycles for the  
mobility and freedom they allowed. In fact, Susan B. Anthony said, 
“The bicycle does more for the emancipation of women than other 
things that are in the world.” 
 
In the 1880s, bicycles were a huge novelty. Then, in 1885, Gottlieb Daimler made one that 
had a locomotive. Strictly speaking, it wasn’t a bicycle, because it had four wheels instead of 

two. Two were safety wheels. 
This bike went a magnificent 
and stately 12 miles per 60 
minutes. 
 
An idea was born, and soon 
other motorized bicycles were 
invented. Possibly the first true 
motorcycle would be a charcoal 
fired two -wheeler made in 
1869 by Sylvester Roper of Ma. 
 
Within two decades, motorcy-
cles were being mass-produced. 
The first such bike was the 
Orient-Aster, which was that is 

caused by the Metz Company of Waltham, Massachusetts. This state clearly loved its exercise 
bikes. Another early cycle was the beloved Indian, made by the Hendee Manufacturing Com-
pany in Springfield, Massachusetts. (Later, the organization changed its name to Indian  
Motorcycles.) 
 

https://www.allperfectstories.com/author/giorgos/


 
In 1902, Harley Davidson sold its first three motorcycles, 
and soon there are dozens of manufacturers. They’d 
names like Marvel, Exelsior, and Henderson. The De-
pression killed off all but Indi- an and Harley, and very  
only Harley remained. Women enjoyed the motorcycles as 
much as they’d enjoyed bikes. After all, they were  
economical and fun. They also did not have the stigma that 
they acquired later. Early riders were seen as  
adventuresome, not as outlaws. 
 
In 1915, Indian motorcycles offered front and rear 
shocks. Since these cushioned the ride, people begin to 
consider long-distance travel being a real option. That 
year, a mother-daughter team, Avis and Effie Hotchkiss, rode from New York to San Franciso. They didn’t take the 
direct route. Instead, they meandered about, covering 5,000 miles. 
 
The next year, two society women in their 20s, sisters Adeline and Augusta Van Buren bought a pair of Indian Power-
plus Motorcycles. They were the first people ever to ascend and down Pike’s Peak. They, too, completed a  
transcontinental ride. Their 3,300-mile trip took almost two months, in addition they had to contend not only with 
many unpaved roads, but additionally with social mores. Once they were arrested for publicly wearing trousers. 
 
In the 1920s, Harley published a novel called The Fan. It sponsored Vivian Wales on a 5000 mile trip to a Harley  
facility. Another early motorcycle heroine was Bessie Stringfield, a.k.a. the Motorcycle Queen of Miami . She made  
8 solo-cross country trips and the motorcycle dispatch motorcycle rider. 
Bessie had started off with two strikes against her: she was a woman and she was African-American. At first, she 
couldn’t even get a motorcycle license in Miami, Florida. However, police officers interceded in her behalf. 
 
Motorcycles were also used in wartime, which gave them a lot of public exposure. About 20,000 Harleys were put to 
use during the WWI. They were ridden by couriers, soldiers, and others. 
As motorcycle popularity grew, it only agreed to be natural that men and women became highly skilled in its make use 
of. They showed off these skills in motordromes, that have been around with regards to turn of the century but grew 
in popularity during the 1930s. A motordrome often advertised itself as “A Wall of Death.” 
 
Essentially, it was a giant barrel along with a platform on top for viewers. They could look down on motorcyclists, 
who sped around the associated with the walls, trapped in place by centrifugal force. One associated with early dare-
devils was Margaret Gast, who billed herself as “The Mile a moment Gal.” She wasn’t the only woman daredevil.  
May Williams and Jean Perry also performed during the walls. 
 
By 1940, the united states had its first women’s motorcycle club, The Motormaids (Your PR/Membership  
Coordinator Linda Barnes is a member!) Today, there are countless such clubs. Anyone who wants more data the 
history of women and motorcycles may want to check the actual book Hear Me Roar: Women, Motorcycles, and the 
Rapture of the Correct path. I haven’t read it, but I’ve read several descriptions of it and seen the table of message.  
It looks like fun. 
 
I hope you enjoyed this article; I know I have!   Next time the HISTORY of A.B.A.T.E will come your way! 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Free 
 

Judy Kaenel, President  



Vice President: Joe Barnes 

 

A Bit from the “ViP” 
 

By the time you read this we may be experiencing fall.  We are optimistic it’s  

summertime because on June 9th we are hoping to be successfully hosting  

our annual Kneeze in the Breeze Run. Chris has listed more details in his  

article.  If you haven’t bought your events t-shirt yet, they are still available  

for purchase at the next meeting. 

 

In late April, the Sycamore Speedway, the new end point for our 33rd Annual Toy and Food Run, 

had their Test and Tune Night and all of the gate fees were donated to DuKane’s Toy and Food 

Run. We are very excited about this partnership and our looking forward to working with the Syca-

more Speedway. 

 

See you soon, 

Joe Barnes 

VP DuKane Chapter 
.  
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Independent Rep; John Bloch 

Hello my fellow brother and sisters. On May 5 Patty Smith, Greg Smith  
and I attended the A.B.A.T.E. Annual Freedom Awareness Ride in  
Springfield, IL. The event drew over 650 motorcycle rides from across the  
state. Goupher was also in attendance. He is a Dukane member and a past  
State Coordinator. 
 

We witnessed the presentation of the State Representative Vest to  
Norine Hammond, 93 District.  She had a large following at the event.  
The State Senator Vest will be awarded in June at a special presentation in  
the Chicago area. 
 

On our ride home we took the river road, St. Road 26, along the eastern shore of the Illinois River.  The 
river was very high. On some stretches of the route there was water up to the edge of the road. I saw a 
house that appeared to be part of the river. 
 

The weather was very nice for the ride to and from Springfield. 
 

Talking about rides, coming up on May 24, 2019, it’s the Sunday Fun Day Ride. On this day I have a 
ride planned to go to Starved Rock State Park. All those who would like to join on this ride, meet at 
Panera Bread, 1330 Orchard Rd., Aurora, IL, 60506 at 8 am. The ride will leave at 9 am. I will be trav-
eling on back roads until we reach Rt 71. When we reach the park, there will be a chance for a hike be-
fore a lunch break. We can have lunch at the park or in Utica. We can decide when we get to the park. 
I am also planning a Sunday Fun Day Ride for June 30 to visit and ride along the side of the Mississippi 
River. Save the date. 
 

John Bloch 
Independent Rep. 



State BOD Rep: Kley Abel 

Still not a whole lot of real activity to report again from this meeting.   
Again, I don’t  want to step on Amanda’s toes for the legislative report,  
but not too much going on in that are either to really have a lot of  
discussion points for the overall board meeting.  They’re looking for  
ideas for the state seminar and state party, as well as wanting to know  
if you’re not attending either, why not?  We were all given IDOT’s  
2017 motorcycle crash stats (I don’t believe they were reported or  
recorded for 2018) which showed the number, type and severity by  
county. 
 
  By far, Cook county was the worst.  Also included was overall vehicular crash stats by county – 
again, by a wide margin, Cook county was the worst, with DuPage, Will  and Lake counties with 
distant 2nd ,  3rd and 4threspectively.  Paulette also attended the Lifesavers conference and report-
ed that DWI levels – both alcohol & marijuana as well as robot vehicles dominated the discus-
sions there.  There even was talk among some states about LOWERING the limit 
from .08  to .05.  This year’s state party will NOT be opened to the public like last year, nor will 
there be any big headliner band.  The well known, big bands are just too expensive and there’s 
just no way for ABATE to recoup their expenses for any kind of event like that. 
  
Heartland STEAM 2020 – ABATE of IL will be hosting that event, it will be held in Springfield 
– specifically at the Northfield Inn (where the State Seminar is held) and will be the first week of 
April of 2020.  The 2018 STEAM conference offered a session about having an “ABATE” app – 
electronic version of the “help” card that the state currently struggles with to maintain every 
year.  It was seen as a little more of a welcome to the 20th century move since most of us these 
days now have smartphones, and possibly make it a little easier to maintain.   Bad news to report: 
2 chapters are now under charter review, and most likely will either have them pulled or will fold 
on their own by the June meeting, HOWEVER, a NEW chapter was approved – Illini Chapter – 
down near Macomb/WIU area – they’ve gotten all their officers and approximately 30 members, 
and are steadily growing.  There used to be 2 other chapters down in the West Central region in 
the Macomb area that folded years ago, so this is good news to get some representation back in 
that area. 
  
Other than that, like I said, not much else going on with the Board of Directors.  Will report back 
in June! 
   
Kley Abel 



Events: Chris Hansen 
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Hello Everyone!  
 
  Hello All! 
It sure would be nice if Mother Nature could make up her mind on what 
season it is here in Illinois. I’m not sure if it’s winter, spring, or if we just 
shot straight to fall. I’ve been doing my best to put on as many miles as 
possible with the limited opportunities and hopefully you have too! 
 
What can I say about DuKane ABATE Motorcycle Awareness Day, other 
than it was a HUGE success! We partnered up with the Kane County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Elburn Police Department to make drivers put down their cell phones and start seeing motorcycles. 
Kane County Sheriff Ron Hain set up at the BP on 47&38 and radioed out to waiting Sheriff’s 
Deputies and Elburn Police Officers when a texting driver was spotted at the intersection. They 
were doing the same at 47&64. Between the 4 intersections, 322 texting drivers were spotted in the 
3 hours we were out there. In total, 17 tickets were given for distracted driving, 7 warnings were 
given for distracted driving, and there was 1 arrest. It was a great success as drivers are finding out 
that distracted driving will not be tolerated and police departments are starting to see personally 
how this is an issue on our roads. This opened up a lot of eyes that I personally believe will lead to 
stricter enforcement of this law leading to more safety for us riders! I would like to thank all of the 
volunteers that donated their time at these intersections and also to Dan and Betsy and Knuckle-
head’s Tavern, who were awesome enough to donate lunch to all of our volunteers.  
 
Next up on June 9th is our annual Kneeze in the Breeze Run. This year, we will be leaving the Toy 
Shop and Motolounge out of Arlington Heights and riding a beautiful 100+ backroad miles to head 
to Trio Grille in Marengo. It is $10 a person for the ride, but if you’re wearing your DuKane 
ABATE Events T-Shirt, the ride is free. If you haven’t bought your events t-shirt yet, Joe Barnes 
has them available. Make sure you have this awesome ride on your calendars! 
 
And, as I promised, just to follow up on the issue brought up with the Illinois State Police and their 
rule stating that No Colors and No 1% Groups would be allowed on rides escorted by the ISP, I’m 
happy to let all of you know that after very positive discussions between A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois and 
the Illinois State Police, that rule has been removed from their policies. DuKane ABATE looks for-
ward to continued work with the Illinois State Police in the future and we thank them for their co-
operation on this matter. 
 
It’s going to be a great summer with Kneeze in the Breeze, the Bikini Bike Wash at Knucklehead’s 
Tavern, the 4th Annual #Sethtastic Motorcycle Run, Race Nights at the Sycamore Speedway, and 
more! I look forward to seeing all of you at these events and if you ever have questions, concerns, 
ideas, etc., do not be afraid to hit me up!   
Until next time, 
Ride Safe! 
Chris Hansen 
Events Officer 

 



Events: Chris Hansen 

  DuKane Chapter of ABATE of Illinois Board Members Judy Kaenel and Chris Hansen 
were presented a May is Motorcycle Awareness Month Proclamation from Elburn Presi-
dent Jeff Walter.  They also presented Jeff Walter and Elburn Chief of Police Nick Sikora 
with plaques for their help with the 32rd Annual Toy and Food Run!   
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Events: Chris Hansen 
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Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 

Membership Article by Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 
 

 

May Birthdays 
 

 

 
 

 

Bradley Bakke 

Brett Bartosik 

Michael Brommer 

Mark DelMonaco 

Michael Dunn 

Sue Edwards 

Chris Ferino 

Kathy Flores 

Worth Hill 

Chuck Ingersoll 

Christopher "Chris" Janis 

Edmund Kosnik 
 

 

Don Kramer 

Ed Lawler 

Deanna Link 

Joe Marola 

Bill Neylon 

Mike Nicholson 

Jerry Nowak 

Mitchell Obenauf 

Cally Raduenzel 

Dave Redman 

Pamela Sorenson 

Robert Wendell 



Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 
 

Expiring in June: 

 
 

Expired Memberships: 

 
 

We thank you for your continued support of ABATE and motorcyclist rights. We would be honored to have you renew your 
membership with DuKane ABATE and ABATE of Illinois. 
 
Please review the renewal application sent to you.  If you did not receive a renewal we might need to update our records, 
please give us a call at 630-251-5635 or email Linda.Barnes241@att.net 

You have three options for making the renewal and payment: 

1) MAKE CHECK PAYABLE & MAIL TO: DuKane Chapter A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois * P.O. Box 188 * West Chicago, IL 60186 
2) Click the link in the email message to pay the renewal via Square (Credit Card) 
3) Or come to our next general meeting which is Tuesday, May 21st  at 7:30 PM, with a social hour starting at 6:30 PM.  The 

meeting is at the American Legion of West Chicago, 123 Main Street, West Chicago.  
If you have any questions please reach out to me at 630-251-5635 or email me at Linda.Barnes241@att.net 

 

Check your email for a renewal 
invoice: 
  
Keith R. Clancy 

Robin Corbett 

Melanie Corbett 

Alyssa Lenz 

Rodney Patrick 

Ted Phillips 

Joe Sima 

Check your mailbox for a 
mailed form: 
  
Robert Nadr 
Kimberly Nadr 
Ken Quast 
Anthony Schelich 

Rick Schneider 
  

 

Michelle Baldino 

Ed Crigley 

Bill Dugan 

Michael Giuliano 

Karen Giuliano 

Robert (Gopher) Goffinski 

Colin Hansen 

Timothy Hatcher  

 

Jane Ruppel 

Charles Ruppel 

Drew Scholl 

Anthony Simpson 

Julie Simpson 

Ray Simpson 

Roland Snyder II 

Mario Jr. Soto 

Cheryl Soto 

 

 

Chuck Ingersoll 

Carol Jamrozik 

Ken Karasek 

Jack Kinnaman 

Robert Knorrek 

Bob Kopystynsky 
 

 

Jim Laris 

Shelby Martin 

Ron Miller 

Brigido Palomo 

Chuck Paulette 

Mark Pickett 
 

 

Rick Sutphin 

Shannon Talbott 

Michael Tedesco 

Charles Ward 

Matthew Werst 

Brandy Ybanez 

mailto:Linda.Barnes241@att.net
tel:630-251-5635
mailto:Linda.Barnes241@att.net
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Membership: Linda Barnes and Amy Nelson 



Want Ads and Advertisments:  
 

 

 

 

 

The Toy Shop and Motolounge is a fast paced Dealership looking for 
our next highly qualified candidate to fill this position and become a 
long-term teammate. We currently provide sales, service and parts 
for all major brands. Ducati, Honda, Harley-Davidson, Yamaha, Su-
zuki, Kawasaki, KTM, Can-Am, Triumph and BMW. 
Benefits: 

Competitive Pay Scale 

Flexible work schedule 

Uniforms 

Generous employee discounts 

Health Insurance 

Technician responsibilities include: 

Routine maintenance on all major brand Powersports units. 

Perform electrical and mechanical diagnosis in a timely manner. 

Maintain a clean and safe work area. 

Complete tasks as per Service Manual specifications and tech-
niques. 

Ability to operate all machines marketed by the dealership. 

Requirements: 

Valid motorcycle endorsement 

2+ years service experience 

Mechanical knowledge of American and Metric vehicles 

Service tools/toolbox 

Work and communicate well with others 

Perform tasks with minimal supervision 

Report to management 

Posted 30+ days ago 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?
from=snippet 

Knuckleheads 
Tavern  

108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet


Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm 
at the American Legion, Post #300 
123 Main St.  West Chicago, IL   60186 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter 

P.O. Box 188 

West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form 
(Please Print Legibly) 

         Date: _______________   

(  )   New Member    (  )   Renewal     (  )   Change          Card # _________________________________________ 
 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________________  State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________ 
 

Phone: (        ) _______________________  County: ________________ Registered Voter?  (1)  _______ (2) ______ 
 

Congressional District: _______   Senatorial District: _______      Representative District: ________ 
 

Date of Birth  (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______  ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______ 
 

Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________  ( 2 ) ___________________________________________ 
 

Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewal Fee:  (  )   $25.00 per year, Single  (  )   $45.00 per year, Couple 

Moneysaver Special:  (  ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single  (  )   $180.00 per 5 year, Couple 
 

Make Checks Payable To & Mail To: 

To Receive This Newsletter by eMail ONLY, notify the Membership  
Coordinator: dukanepresident@aol.com 

DuKane Chapter 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 188 
West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

www.dukaneabiteil.org 


