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From the President: Judy Kaenel

Always vote for principle, though you may vote alone, and you may cherish the sweetest
reflection that your vote is never lost.” — President John Quincy Adams.
This is one of my favorite quotes regarding the honor of voting. On March 20th we will
again be in the place where you ponder on who in your views is the best candidate. These
past years I have seen voting go from a strong belief in your candidate and personal pride
that you took part of this important part of our democracy, to criticism and division. Years
past your vote was your private decision. Today not so much. People lambast you, criticize you or are dismissive if you even state what your decision was. That must
stop. Everyone has their right to their own opinion and that should be respected.
For the longest time, to avoid any conflict, I have always stated “I Vote Motorcycles” and
that statement is very true for me. I am a centric. One that votes for the best candidate
regardless of party that will further my cause of motorcycle rights. I do not ever choose a
party line and that in some cases brings quite a bit of derisiveness towards me. I am dedicating my life to protecting the lives of motorcyclists through this country and vote accordingly. Now, I am not saying that I ignore other issues: those issues that are important to
me and my family are pondered on but when it gets down to the nitty gritty, 9 times out of
10 those candidates that share the views of A.B.A.T.E are my choices. A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois puts out a Guide to the candidates and how supportive they are about motorcycle
rights, safety and education. But you should never just stop there. This guide is extremely
helpful but in the real-world experience you should educate yourself. Learn about the big
whigs; governor, senate, state reps etc. but also learn about judges, your county board and
your sheriff and city officials. You ride their streets every day and if you ignore the moment to educate our local officials you may well lose your rights as they stand now. Local
has a very swift impact on your motorcycling freedoms. Learn about these candidates. It
will serve you well in the years to come.
So, on March 20th I will throw back that curtain and think. Review in my thoughts the
good, bad and ugly. Decide what candidate deserves my vote and which doesn’t. I will
wear my “I VOTED” sticker with pride and I will respect those around me that have different opinions. Respect. Isn’t this what this country is lacking? Respect your fellow voter. be respected.
Judy Kaenel
President
DuKane Chapter
ABATE of ILLINOIS
630-669-2588

*** Notice ***
The views expressed or implied in this newsletter do NOT necessarily reflect the views, opinions or policy of DuKane or A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois, Inc. These opinions expressed or implied in these
articles are of the author. This publication encourages it’s members to express their own beliefs and/or opinions. DuKane Chapter accepts no responsibility for the opinions, views or comments
contained in this publication. DuKane Chapter reserves the right to edit any article submitted for publication for misspellings or inappropriate language.

Vice President: Joe Barnes
Kool-Aid
Last fall I took a big step and volunteered to be the Vice President of this ABATE chapter. I wanted to take a
moment to introduce myself and give you a little background on myself. My wife, Linda, and some friends have
been giggling and poking fun at me the last 2 months. They have all been referring to “drinking the KoolAid”. Well maybe I am drinking the Kool-Aid, but I am passionate about motorcycles and more importantly our
motorcycle rights and the great things the motorcycling community does for us and our country. I’ve been riding
motorcycles for over 30 years. For years I was a member of DuKane ABATE, left for a bit and rejoined 2 years
ago. Life teaches us lessons every day, good and bad. Keep reading I’m going to explain my absence and the lessons learned. About 18 years ago I met a great group of riders and joined DuKane. I joined because it was the cool
thing to do, to belong to a group. A few years later I met this gal that didn’t ride (even on the back). She fell head
over heal for me and motorcycling, maybe it was the chaps. Yep, I asked her to marry me and together we rode
from our wedding chapel to our reception (wedding attire and all). We remained DuKane members but were looking for more rides and more people to ride with and let our membership lapse. I think at that time you would say
we drank the Harley Kool-Aid. I don’t know why we let our ABATE membership lapse, but it did and unfortunately DuKane didn’t track us down, and we did not try to re-connect. Several years went by and a few years ago
that gal I told you about became very involved with DuKane thanks to Judy and Wally. I’m going to write more
next month about what ABATE does for Linda and I, and why we rejoined. We’ve not only became members
again, we both drank the Kool-Aid. It’s not a bad thing, it’s all good. I’d love to hear your story, what makes you
tick, and why you believe ABATE is important to you. Come to the March meeting on March 20th at 7:30 pm,
West Chicago American Legion, 123 Main Street. I’d love to meet you and hear your story. .
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Events: Chris Hansen
Hello fellow DuKane ABATE members!
I just wanted to keep everyone posted on our events. As you know, our first ever ABC – ABATE Bowling Classic
is happening Friday March 30th. When Vice President Joe Barnes and I came up with this idea, we weren’t sure
how the first one would go, but the response has been amazing! It seems like it’s going to be a full house for the
event! It will be $15 a person to bowl 2 games, including shoe rental. Or, for an extra $10, you can get into a 9 Pin
No Tap Tournament where the winner can win (at a minimum) $100! And, if that’s not enough money for you, the
DuKane Santa Girls will be there with a 50/50 raffle! All proceeds from the event will be going to our DuKane
Downed Rider Fund, so this is all for a great cause. We’d love to see you all, and bring your friends and family as
you don’t need to be a member to take part in this (although, we’d love to sign non-members up!).

We also have other great events coming up this year including our annual Kneeze in the Breeze Ride, the
#Sethtastic Motorcycle Run, the Bikini Bike Wash, and of course the 32nd Annual Toy and Food Run!
One last thing! May 5th is the DuKane ABATE Motorcycle Awareness Day where we’ll be up and down Route 47
spanning from Lilly Lake to Sugar Grove making people open their eyes and watch for motorcycles. We need volunteers to help us out and be at the 7 different check points we have. So, if you can help out (It’s only 2 hours of
your time), please contact myself, President Judy Kaenel or sign up at www.dukaneabaeil.org and let us know!
Until next time,
Chris Hansen
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DuKane A.B.A.T.E Has A Ride For You!

DuKane ABATE
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Legislative News: Amanda Gotte
It’s election season again! I hope you have been enjoying the candidates that have come to speak to us at our
member meetings. We will be having more guests beginning with April’s meeting. Don’t forget you can bring
your Voter’s Guide with you to the polls to help you choose motorcycle friendly candidates.
Legislative Day is April 25 . This is our day to meet with our legislators and talk to them about our issues! If
you would like to go, but need a ride, talk to either Judy or myself and we will arrange carpools. If you have
never attended, but would like to, don’t be shy! First timers are always welcome. There will be plenty of people
you will be able to learn from.
th

Profiling has come to the forefront again. The BOD
has given Josh Witkowski permission to investigate
a bill prohibiting discrimination based on owning a
bike or wearing “biker clothing.” In order to provide evidence this legislation is needed, ABATE is
working with the Motorcycle Profiling Project. We
need you to go to motorcycleprofilingproject.com
and fill out the survey. Your information is anonymous. The more evidence/data we have to present
to lawmakers, the easier it will be to get legislation
protecting us from discrimination.
Autonomous vehicles are becoming more present on the roadways across the nation. Here in Illinois, we have
HB 2747 to oppose. This bill provides that a fully autonomous vehicle may drive or operate upon the highways
of this State, regardless of whether a human operator is physically present in the vehicle. In addition, if you are
involved in an accident with one of these vehicles, you must sue under the consumer product law, rather than
through an insurance claim.
While we were attempting to get independent testing performed, the ethanol genie was let out of the bottle. The General Assembly is already looking towards higher ethanol blends. SB 2883 is attempting to create
tax credits on mid-range ethanol blends, namely E-20. ABATE will actively oppose any attempts to create tax
credits for E-15 or higher blends that happen to come up. Josh is also asking for data on existing pumps at stations that carry E-15. He would like pictures of the pumps, the exact location of the station, and what type of
pump is being used. This will be used to push for legislation mandating E-15 and higher blends use separate
tanks and delivery systems than lower ethanol blend fuels. Meanwhile, the MRF is pushing for a mandate requiring E-0 and E-10 will still be available.
A few final notes: Josh is looking for data/evidence of Gaming Commission officials tearing down fliers for
poker runs, as well as any counties refusing to issue permits. SB 2233 is an appropriation bill to make sure the
OHV Trails fund is included in the budget. This allows grants for private citizens to build private parks. The
Recreational Trail fund is federal funds which are used for public parks. The park we have been fighting for
the last few years has now officially broken ground. HB 4744 allows for tax rebates for those who purchase
electric motorcycles under the same rebate used for electric cars.
If you have any questions, concerns, or have an issue you would like addressed by ABATE, call, text or email
me! I look forward to seeing you all at Legislative Day!
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Member at Large: Linda Barnes
Help Us Get Back on Track
We need your help to recruit expired members or to simply remind members to renew their memberships. At the
February meeting Judy told the membership that about 190 memberships had expired in the last year or so. We
dropped the ball last year and didn’t follow up with those members. It’s probably a simple miss that they did not
receive their renewal notice. Judy has asked the membership to help reach out to those expired members by making
a phone call to them and asking them to renew. If you’d like to help us, please give Judy a call at 630-669-2588 and
we can get you some names and numbers to contact. Volunteers have begun making phone calls, but we need more
help. The weather is warming so let’s get the paperwork handled now so we have more time for riding. I believe
we can make a difference! The key word is we, and why do we need to make a difference? There is strength in
numbers and together we can make things happen. If you need a form see Pae 16, the last page, of the newsletter for
a form.
Did you know there is another way to follow what is going on with DuKane ABATE? Now don’t get in a Twitter,
hey hang on a second, that might just be the way to do it. Linda Barnes has passed on information that can get you
in the loop using Twitter to keep up with DuKane ABATE.
Question: Why are we on Twitter?
Answer: Twitter gives us the ability to TEXT member’s phones with a Twitter feature called “Fast Follow”. The advantage to this is to be able to send timely TEXT alerts to chapter members cell phones that follow the Twitter feed.
(This could include pickup rides, meeting, event or ride reminders, changes and/or cancellations to a meeting or
event.)
Question: Do I have to be a member of Twitter to Fast Follow the DuKane ABATE Twitter Feed?
Answer: No
Question: How do I participate and get the Fast Follow Texts?
Answer: Text “Follow @dukaneabate” to 40404 with your text capable phone.
Twitter does send some unsolicited texts, so, to easily disable Twitter’s “discovery” messages, text “Discover off” to
40404.
Question: I joined by sending “Follow @dukaneabate” to 40404 but I’m not receiving Texts, what can I do?
Answer: I have seen this occasionally with members that are not Twitter users. Just send again “Follow
@dukaneabate” again to 40404, this seems to resolve the issue.
Question: Is there any cost to the member or the chapter?

Answer: No, however, if you pay for texting with your cell carrier, regular text
messaging rates will still apply.
Thanks,
Linda Barnes
DuKane ABATE
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Keeping Up: Webmaster Michael G. D’Aversa
Our New Website Is Up!
Due to an editorial malfunction (also called an “oops”) we accidentally included an announcement from two years
ago about an upcoming new website. But we do in fact have a brand new chapter website with its own URL:
dukaneabateil.org.
Under the direction of our new webmaster, Michael G. D’Aversa, known to some as MGD, our new site is chock-full
of current information and helpful links. We hope this new site will prove useful to current members as well as anyone wanting to learn more about the DuKane Chapter. Please check out this all-new site and share it with friends
and prospective new members!

DuKane ABATE
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Upcoming Events!

DuKane ABATE

Kneeze in the Breeze Run
Registration Heritage Harley Davidson

Sunday June 10, 2018

SETHtastic Motorcycle Run
Heritage Harley-Davidson
Bikini Bike Wash,
Knuckleheads Elburn

Saturday July 21, 2018

Annual Toy & Food Run
Batavia VFW

Sunday October 14, 2018

www.abate-il.org

Saturday, July 28 2018
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Upcoming Events!

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month and May 5th is Motorcycle Awareness Day for DuKane ABATE!
On that day, rain or shine, chapter members will be stationed at the following intersections along Illinois 47,
holding up signs, waving at drivers (probably laughing at a few of them, too), and generally having a good
time together.
This is NOT some exclusive activity. ALL members are invited—indeed, encouraged—to come out and hang
with us for two hours. What a fantastic way to get to know some of your fellow ABATE members! And you
know we’ll be doing what all motorcyclists do when they get together, namely talking about motorcycles, motorcycling, motorcycle events, etc.
Here are the locations. Just pick one and pull in. We shouldn’t be that hard to spot.
Lilly Lake Shell - 47 & 64
Elburn BP - 47 & 38
Blackberry Inn - 47 & Main
Sugar Grove BP - 47 & Waubonsee
Sugar Grove Shell - 47 & Galena
Sugar Grove BP - 47 & Cross
Sugar Grove BP - 47 (Right at Calamity Jane's)
Questions? Concerns? Give a holler to PR Coordinator Greg Smith at (630) 723-1696 or contact him via the
website (every DuKane board member has a contact form on the site). Please come on out. You will be more
than welcome and we’d like to get to know you better.

DuKane ABATE
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News You Can Use!

For Immediate Release
March 12, 2018
Motorcycle Riders Foundation Responds to NHTSA Document on Motorcycle Fatalities
WASHINGTON, DC – Today, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation released its latest iteration of “Fact or Fiction”
a document that takes a closer look at a government fact sheet concerning motorcycle injuries and fatalities.
In February, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration released a Traffic Safety Facts document specific to motorcycles. The information is extrapolated from the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) which
is a census of fatal crashes in all 50 States. Though the information in the fact sheet is contained in a larger agency document, motorcycle-specific information is collated into its own publication.
After reviewing and analyzing the document, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) quickly issued a statement and updated its “Fact or Fiction” paper, reacting to the NHTSA publication. Since 2010, the group has made
a conscious effort to understand, analyze and provide additional context to government-issued statistics. According to the MRF’s Director of Motorcycle Safety and Vice-President of the Board of Directors Jay Jackson, this
effort helps set the record straight and gives the broader motorcycle community a better understanding of where
potential concerns may be identified.
The latest iteration of Fact or Fiction drills down on the data itself, raising concerns that the statistics also include
mopeds, scooters and off-road bikes and therefore is not necessarily indicative of a factual problem. Further, that
data should not be used in any serious discussion on ways to reduce motorcycle traffic fatalities because its bringing in very different classes of motorbikes, some of which are not even used for street riding. Another interesting
statement from the publication takes a deeper dive on alcohol impairment and motorcycles. Though NHTSA cites
that 25% of motorcyclists were killed in a crash involving alcohol, it does not mention that in passenger vehicles
this figure was 28% in comparison. By not including this, it suggests to the reader that impaired driving is unique
to motorcycles when in fact, it’s a broader passenger vehicle problem.
When asked for comment, President and Chairman of the Board for the Motorcycle Riders Foundation Kirk
‘Hardtail’ Willard explained, “We think its important for the public to understand the full context of these kinds
of government publications. I view it as a knowledge versus wisdom argument: knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.”
The NHTSA publication can be viewed here:
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812492
The MRF’s 2018 Fact or Fiction document can be viewed here along with previous iterations:
https://www.mrf.org/fact-or-fiction/
About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well
as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and international levels that impact
the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the advancement of
motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners to help educate elected officials and policymakers in
Washington and beyond.
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Membership:
Being a motorcycle rights organization (MRO) is all about strength in numbers. But DuKane didn’t become the thriving chapter that it is just by collecting names on a roster. We invite and encourage active participation among all members, newbies and veterans alike. Everybody has something to offer
and that’s what makes us great.

Become a Member, Remain a Member!
This is a very exciting time to belong to the DuKane Chapter. The 2018 Chapter Board includes many new
members who are infusing their fresh ideas into an already-great mix. From our new website to
our improved slate of events, this will not be business as usual for the DuKane Chapter.
Becoming a member of the DuKane Chapter is easy! Simply visit our membership page, download
the application/renewal form, fill it out and send it to us with the specified fees. The state office will send
your member materials after processing. In the meantime, go ahead and get acquainted with your chapter!
Start by attending our monthly meetings. We meet every third Tuesday of each month at the American Legion in downtown West Chicago at 7:30 PM. Upon arriving, just mention that you are new to the chapter
and we’ll take it from there.
If you are already a member of the DuKane Chapter, please remain one. Have you renewed for 2018? If
not, please consider doing so right now. The form and instructions for new membership also apply to renewals. We need you!
No Inner Circle, No Secret Handshake
We are not a club or a gang; we are a motorcycle rights organization. As such, we are all connected by our
common interests and passion for motorcycling. This means you are one of us from the moment you
join. At the DuKane Chapter, a member is a member is a member. You need no further qualifications to
take part in any of our member activities and events. We’ll be glad to see you and would welcome your
active participation.
Try Us
Whether you are considering membership in the DuKane Chapter or wanting more out of your existing
membership, we welcome your questions, concerns, and inquiries. Come to our meetings. Attend
our events. And by all means, share your questions and concerns with any or all of the DuKane Chapter
Board. We will be glad to assist you!
DuKane ABATE
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Advertise With DuKane: Get Your Business In Front Of the Members!
Advertising Rates:

Business Card

DuKane Members—$25 for 1 year

1 Month - $10
6-11 Months - $45 ($7.50/ mo.)
1 Year - $60 ($5 / mo.) *

Quarter Page (4¼“ by 5½’’)
1 Month - $20
6-11 Months - $90 ($15 / mo.)
1 Year - $120 ($10 / mo.) *
Half Page (8½’’ by 5½’’)
1 Month - $30
6-11 Months - $150 ($25 / mo.)
1 Year - $180 ($15 / mo.) *
Full Page (8½’’ by 11’’)
1 Month - $40
6-11 Months - $210 ($35 / mo.)
1 Year - $300 ($25 / mo.)*
•

Sizes are Approximate

Best Deal!

Call 630-669-2588 To Get Your Ad In!

HELP WANTED:

Wanted: Hard working, fun loving, people to fill our open positions. Your pay is boundless enjoyment and
knowing you are making a difference. We offer added benefits of all the fun and camaraderie you can take.
You may have noticed on the first page our Chapter President is filling in several positions. If you are interested
in being involved with DuKane ABATE as Membership, Road Captain or Safety & Education please contact
Judy Kaenel, 630-669-2588 or dukanepresident@aol.com

DuKane ABATE
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These business owners sponsor DuKane Chapter of
A.B.A.T.E. by displaying the Sponsor Plaque and
Door Stickers in support of our chapter! They are
new members of DuKane Chapter of
A.B.A.T.E. of ILLINOIS!
Please stop in and say Thanks!!
DuKane Chapter
Business Owners Support Program
DuKane Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Business
Owners Support program is designed to bring awareness into the public regarding motorcycle rights and
education. This allows the business owner to show
their customers that they support motorcycle rights in
their community. It also helps the DuKane Chapter of
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois be able to have an additional
form of public relations by receiving help from the
business owner to promote and successfully reach not
only potential members but to bring awareness to the
community and open a line of communication.
To qualify for this program:
The business must be a “stand alone” business in
the Kane County or DuPage County area. If
business owner is out of the area, he/she is given a list of chapters they may join to be able to
participate in the chapter at their convenience.
At least one business owner must become an
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois member.
Upon application, the business will be given the
opportunity to place a support plaque and door
clings for the business to display if they choose
to do so.
A Dukane representative will educate the business
owner and his/her employees in regards to
what A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois does to promote
motorcycle rights, safety and education.
The business owner receives membership forms to
display and is educated on how to fill out the
forms and teach the potential member about
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois.
The business will be mentioned in the DuKane
newsletter as “supporters”.
The business owner must maintain their membership in A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois to be able to continue to display support plaque and door clings.
The cost for the business owner is the cost of the
membership only.
The business owner is not required to donate any
additional funds nor does he/she need to feel
that they must be available for any events or
runs unless they choose to do so.
DuKane ABATE
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Do you ride early in the year? Do you ride later than most others? This
chart might help you decide how to dress for the ride. Not just the slide
but the wind can make your day less fun.

SETHtastic Motorcycle Run - 3rd Annual
July 21, 2018
Leaves from Heritage Harley Davidson
DuKane ABATE
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Classifieds…….
Classified Ads are Free to ABATE Members!
Do you have a bike you want to sell? How about something to move one when it can’t move on it’s own? Did you have some good parts
left after that upgrade? Do you need to get them out of the way of the new things you got to add this year? How about selling them to
someone who can put them to good use? Get in touch with the Editor to place a classified ad.
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Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm
at the American Legion, Post #300
123 Main St. West Chicago, IL 60186

To Receive This Newsletter by eMail ONLY, notify the Membership
Coordinator: dukanepresident@aol.com

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form
(Please Print Legibly)
( ) New Member

( ) Renewal

( ) Change

Date: _______________
Card # _________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________
Phone: (

) _______________________ County: ________________ Registered Voter? (1) _______ (2) ______

Congressional District: _______ Senatorial District: _______

Representative District: ________

Date of Birth (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______ ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______
Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________ ( 2 ) ___________________________________________
Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________
eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________
Membership Renewal Fee:
( ) $25.00 per year, Single
( ) $45.00 per year, Couple
Moneysaver Special:
( ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single
( ) $180.00 per 5 year, Couple
Make Checks Payable To & Mail To:
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter
P.O. Box 188
West Chicago, IL 60186-0188

DuKane Chapter
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois
PO Box 188
West Chicago, IL 60186-0188

www.dukaneabiteil.org

